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Lin Veasey, CRE Organist: Dr. Susie F. Dempsey

Elder Greeter Ushers
Don Seymour Ethelyn Brown and Don Seymour

Lay Reader
Bonnie Seymour

Gathering

First Ringing of the Bell s» Music for Meditation
Second Ringing of the Bell so Opening of the Bible
Welcome, Joys, Concerns, and Announcements

Lighting the Candle of Peace

Advent Candles

Don and Bonnie Seymour

Prelude O Come All Ye Faithful Jason Payne
Call to Worship

One: Our souls sing of the goodness of God who does wondrous
" things.

All: The impossible becomes possible, the improbable becomes
© reality.

One: And the lowly becomes exalted in the impregnation of love in the
" earth.

All: Let us rejoice together as we sense the stirring of God’s new

life within us.

Prayer of Adoration and The Lord’s Prayer

TFHymn Comfort, Comfort You My People Hymnal #3

Prayer of Confession

We confess O God, that because of our sin we are numbered among the
poor and the helpless. How unlike Mary we are! When you come upon us
in unexpected ways, we want explanations; when we cannot control what
happens, we are angry. We tend to discount that which we cannot
understand, for we live too exclusively by reason. Rather than delighting in
the mystery of your moving, and the wonder of your ways, rather than
surrendering in humble trust, we react with resistance. You are a God of
covenant who has always fulfilled your promise to your people, who has
given us every cause for faith, but we show the poverty of our faith in our

doubting. Forgive us and have mercy upon us, we pray.

TPlease stand if you are able.

Moment for Personal, Silent Confession

The Kyrie Eleison -All are invited to sing- Hymnal # 572

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
Declaration of Forgiveness

tThe Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

The Word

Prayer for lllumination

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2-5 OT Page 865

From the little town of Bethlehem shall come the “one who is to rule
Israel,” a leader who shall bring peace.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THymn Song of Mary Hymnal #600

Luke 1:46-55
Mary’s Song of Praise
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading NT Page 57

Sermon A Song for the Ages Lin Veasey, CRE
THymn Baptized in Water Hymnal #492
Verses 1 & 2
Baptism of
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Son of William Hudson Henryand Jessica Elaine Seymoutdenry
Grandson of Don and Bonnie Seymouand Susan and Patrick Henry

tAffirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed
Traditional

Hymnal Page 14

THymn

Baptized in Water
Verse 3

Hymnal #492

=

For he has looked with favor on the lowliness of h
from now on all generations will cdll me blesse

Prayers of the People

Offertory The First Nowell (Medley) Sharon E. Rogers

tDoxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here
below: Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Sending

TFHymn Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Hymnal #8

What Child Is This?
(Greensleeves)

Postlude Setting by Paul Manz

tCharge and Benediction

THymn Song of Hope Hymnal # 432
May the God of hope go with us every day, filling all our lives with love
and joy and peace. May the God of justice speed us on our way, bringing
light and hope to every land and race. Praying, let us work for peace;
singing, share our joy with all; working, for a world that’s new; faithful,
when we hear Christ’s call.
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Ma r yMagnificat” aistatement of faith in a God who acts, a
God who acts in behalf of those who are poor and helpless. As a
prelude to the gospel, the song which Mary sang before the birth

of Jesus is a revolutionary act of faith.




Welcome to Our Visitors

We are happy to have you worship with us and we hope you will return to
worship with us again in the near future. Please indicate your attendance
by filling out a visitor’s card and placing it in the offering plate. If you are
interested in learning more about membership in First Presbyterian Church,
please speak to our Pastor after the service.

Prayer requests - Yellow folders in the pew racks may be used to request
prayer. The Pastor will receive requests before the Prayers of the People.

Announcements

Food for the Jacksonville Christian Outreach Center (JCOC) —
Today we will collect food for the JCOC. Please bring instant Jello or
pudding, canned fruits, canned soups, and beef stew to help keep the
shelves stocked for those in need.

We Especially Invite You to our monthly Church Dinner immediately
following the service today. Please join us for this time of wonderful
food and fellowship.

Please join us on Thursday, December 24" for our Christmas Eve
service at 7pm. Rev. Dr. Bob Ford and Lin Veasey, CRE will lead the
service.
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| Please keep the following

f\:\r\ﬁ l \A{/ people in your prayers.
%Oyd 0\1’) /% Scott Ballard

Autumn Campbell
The family of Daniel Davis (friend of Hannah Underhill)
Dorothy DiBartolo
Susie Duncan (friend of David and Cecelia Talley)
Gene Fair
Larry Fair
Charlie Firestine (childhood friend of Steve Underhill)
Elaine Gauldin (friend of Glen and Barbara Franklin)
Lynsey Gillam
Rickey Gilley (of Piedmont)

Bobby Haynes

Roberta McWorter
Troy Mitchell

Carla Moses
Curtis Sasser
Ellen Simpson
Mary Stinson (friend of Bobby Haynes)
Sandra Underwood (friend of Bonnie Seymour)
Thompson Nash Wagoner

Marge Walters
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Next Sunday — December 17
Rev. Monty Clendenin

Scripture
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148;
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52

Elder Greeter
Don Seymour

Lay Reader
David Talley

Ushers
David Talley and Wayne Claeren
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/ Today 9:45am  Sunday School
10:30am Between the hours fellowship

11:00am  Worship Service
12:00pm  Third Sunday Dinner
5:00pm No Bible Study
Wednesday ~ 10:00am No Bible Study
Thursday 7pm & Christmas Eve Service
Next Sunday 9:45am  Sunday School
10:30am Between the hours fellowship
11:00am Worship Service
5:00pm  No Bible Study

g“; Bible Study will resume on January 3™ for the Sunday night group
and on January 6™ for the Wednesday morning group.

Dr. Susie F. Dempsey, Church Organist; Cosper Bell, Treasurer
Mary Furlow, Secretary

The Session
Class of 2015 Class of 2016 Class of 2017
Aleta Bell Ethelyn Brown Cosper Bell
Carolyn Padgett Margaret Pope Bonnie Seymour
Sharon Ward Donald Seymour Steve Underhill
Trustees
Carlton Ward Cosper Bell Wayne Claeren
29
PO Box 355

Jacksonville, AL 36265
256-435-6340
256-435-1039 (Fax)
fpcsecy@bellsouth.net

Church Office Hours
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday

www.firstpresbyterianjacksonville.org

Look for us on Facebook and Twitter
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